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LATEST NEWS BUSH URGES END TO ISRAELI OCCUPATIO

Reports Of Tendon Ruptures Caused By 
Antibiotics Levaquin, Cipro, And Avelox  
POSTED: Friday, January 04, 2008

FROM BLOG: Drug Injury Watch - Prescription Drug Side Effects News and Information from 
Attorney Tom Lamb 
  
The following blog post is from an independent writer and is not connected with Reuters News. The opinions 
and views expressed herein are those of the author and are not endorsed by Reuters.com. 
  

Public Citizen Files Lawsuit Against FDA Seeking "Black Box" Warning About 
This Painful And Lingering Side Effect 
(Posted by Tom Lamb at DrugInjuryWatch.com) 
According to a January 3, 2008 Reuters article, "Group sues U.S. in push for new 
antibiotic warning", the consumer group Public Citizen has filed a lawsuit intended to 
force the FDA to consider whether stronger warnings should be added to certain 
antibiotics such as Johnson & Johnson's Levaquin as well as Bayer AG's Cipro and 
Avelox. This Public Citizen lawsuit was filed in federal court, specifically the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Columbia. 
In August 2006 Public Citizen petitioned the FDA to add a "black box" warning to alert
doctors and patients about the risk of tendon injury and rupture associated with 
Levaquin, Cipro, and Avelox, as well as generic antibiotics sold under the name 
ciprofloxacin -- all being in the fluoroquinolones class of drugs. 
According to the January 3 Reuters article about the new Public Citizen lawsuit: 

The possibility of tendon rupture is now mentioned in the drug's 
prescribing instructions, but the warning "is buried in a long list of 
possible adverse reactions and is far too easy to miss," said Dr. Sidney 
Wolfe, director of Public Citizen's Health Research Group.... 
"While the FDA sits idly by and ignores the problem, more people will 
suffer serious tendon ruptures that could have been prevented," Wolfe 
said. 
The FDA has received 336 reports of tendon rupture in patients treated 
with fluoroquinolones from November 1997 through March 2007, Public 
Citizen said. The actual number is likely higher because only a fraction 
of potential side effects are typically reported to the agency. 

Levaquin, Cipro, and Avelox, as well as similar generic antibiotics, are widely 
prescribed in the U.S. and elsewhere for gastrointestinal, respiratory, and urinary 
tract infections.  

Page 1 of 2Health Blog Posts powered by BlogBurst | Reuters.com

1/10/2008http://www.reuters.com/article/blogBurst/health?bbPostId=B7fSqPned7p9CzE3rgho4A3Z...



About Reuters 

Reuters.com:   Help and Contact Us  |  Advertise With Us  |  Mobile  |  Newsletters  |  RSS   |  Interactive TV  |  Labs  |  Reuters in Se

Reuters Corporate:   Copyright  |  Disclaimer  |  Privacy  |  Professional Products  |  Professional Products Support  |  About Reuters  | 

  

International Editions:  Africa  |  Arabic  |  Argentina  |  Brazil  |  Canada  |  Chinese Simplified  |  Chinese Traditional  |  France  |  Germ
Russia  |  Spain  |  United Kingdom  |  United States 

  

Reuters is the world's largest international multimedia news agency, providing investing news, world news, business news, technology news, headline 
market, and mutual funds information available on Reuters.com, video, mobile, and interactive television platforms. Reuters journalists are subject to th
disclosure of relevant interests. 
NYSE and AMEX quotes delayed by at least 20 minutes. Nasdaq delayed by at least 15 minutes. For a complete list of exchanges and delays, please 

  

Read more from this blogger at Drug Injury Watch | Let us know what you think of this feature 

Page 2 of 2Health Blog Posts powered by BlogBurst | Reuters.com

1/10/2008http://www.reuters.com/article/blogBurst/health?bbPostId=B7fSqPned7p9CzE3rgho4A3Z...


