WYFF4.com - Health

Live. kocal. Breaking News.
SEARCH

@ site © web
O vellow Pages

| @

4 Your Health
News 4 Fact Sheets

Diet And Fitness

Health Features

Health Centers

Health Insurance

Home

Local News

National News
Weather
Mountain Weather

Sports
HighSchoolPlaybook
Looking Out 4 You

4 Your Health
Irresistible Headlines
Video

Seen On 4
Slideshows

LocalCars4Me.com

Jane's Carolina

Commitment 2008

Entertainment

Money
Tech

Education

Family

Recipes

House and Home

Community Calendar

MARKETPLACE

Carolina Experts

Dating

Greenville Jobs

http://www.wyff4.com/health/blog;bb/detail.ntmlI?bbPostld=B7fSgPned7p9CzE3rgho4AS3...

YFF).CO

Page 1 of 3

$75 cash
select spes
gualifying

Get FastAccess®
DSL Lite from AT&T

'19*

Homepage > Health

Drug Injury Watch

FDA To Finally Study Possible
Increased Heart Risks Caused By
Attention Deficit Medications

Prescription Dru
News and Inforn
Attorney Tom La

POSTED: Tuesday, September 18, 2007

The Safety Profile Of Adderall, Concerta, Ritalin,
Dexedrine And All Other ADHD / ADD Drugs Will Be Reviewed

(Posted by Tom Lamb at DruglnjuryWatch.com)

In a September 17, 2007 FDA News article titled "AHRQ and FDA to Collaborate in La
Ever of Possible Heart Risks With ADHD Medications" we learned that the safety of A
Concerta, Ritalin, and Dexedrine -- as well as all other attention deficit hyperactivity dit
(ADHD) and attention deficit disorder (ADD) drugs -- will be finally be reviewed revie

In more detail, the FDA will collaborate with the Agency for Healthcare Research and (
(AHRQ) to examine clinical data regarding 500,000 children and adults who have used
ADD drugs in the past to determine these drugs cause an increased risk of heart attacks,
other serious cardiovascular problems. The study is expected to take about two years tc

As stated in the September 17 FDA News item:

"Case reports have described adverse cardiovascular events in adult and pediatric
patients with certain underlying risk factors who receive drug treatment for ADH
it is unknown whether or not these events are causally related to treatment,” said
Dal Pan, M.D., director of FDA's Office of Surveillance and Epidemiology. "The
of this study is to develop better information on this question.”

We get the impressions of Steven Nissen, a prominent cardiologist who has been involv
previously with the ADHD / ADD safety debate about this new FDA study announcemi
September 17, 2007 post "Feds Studying Risks of ADHD Drugs" by Jacob Goldstein at
Street Journal (WSJ) Health Blog:

... told the Health Blog that the study could be “potentially very helpful,” because
will look at seven years’” worth of data, while earlier studies have looked at shortt
periods of time....

Nissen... pointed out both that ADD and ADHD drugs tend to raise blood pressut

(which raises cardiovascular risks) and that 10% of those treated for the disorders
over 55 years old — an age group where the risk of heart attack and stroke tends
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“We really don’t know what the long-term impact of the drugs is going to be on
cardiovascular health,” said Nissen, who is not involved in the federal project. “T
would obviously be unique data and potentially very helpful because it’s long-ter

In August 2006 the FDA approved label changes they had requested from the drug com
make ADHD / ADD medications -- such as Novartis AG's Ritalin and Shire Plc's Addel
information about the emerging heart-related issues. Later, in February 2007, the FDA
same drug companies to develop patient guides that explained the possible cardiovascul

associated with ADHD / ADD drugs.

We will monitor and report the results of this seemingly long overdue ADHD / ADD dr

study by the FDA and AHRQ.

| Read more from this blogger

Links We Like

Stress-Free Parenting ... Well, Almost

Between work, school, sports, art
classes and playdates, some families
simply have too much to do and not
enough time to do it. More

Sponsored Links

True Work Romance
We'll help you find a balance between
love and work. More

Want to Sell Quickly? Think Paint

It can't be overstated—when it comes
to buying a house, the first impression
is everything. More

Save Money, Refinance

z Saving money just got easier. Enter
some personal information and you can
have a handful of offers to refinance
returned to you. More

Like online video? Then you'll love Now See This.

Links We Like includes a selection of information, tools and
resources from our partners and sponsors.

9/19/2007



WYFF4.com - Health Page 3 of 3

() nternetsoadcasing-

© 2007, Internet Broadcasting Systems, In
Click here for the privacy policy, terms of us
Click here for advertising information.
See All Internet Broadcasting Sites

Site Map

http://www.wyff4.com/health/blog;bb/detail.hntml?bbPostld=B7fSgPned7p9CzE3rgho4A3... 9/19/2007



